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(54) CIRCUIT INFORMATION PROTECTING METHOD FOR FIELD PROGRAMMABLE 
GATE ARRAY 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a circuit 
information protecting method of an FPGA by 
which data of a ROM in which circuit information 
of the FPGA is written can be protected and use 
of the ROM by unauthorized copy can be 
prevented. 

SOLUTION: The method is carried out by providing 
the ROM 7 to store the circuit information and the 
FPGA 8 as a user programmable integrated circuit, 
the ROM 7 is provide with a decoding circuit 
structure information storage part 9 and a circuit 
information encryption data storage part 10 and 
the FPGA 8 is provided with a control part 1 1 to 
control read and write of the data stored in the 
ROM 7 and the FPGA 8, a key data storage part 
12 and an SRAM 13 for storing circuit information. 
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